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of service to scholarship cannot be effected without preliminary
exertion on our part. Such exertion involves the collection
of data for understanding the inscription. The detailed exa-
mination and application of the various tests that we may carry
out with all the preciseness and foresight at our command
iwould help the exploration of the material to its highest capa-
city. Mere record of the results of our labour and analytical
study is not likely to convince the scholars of their reliability
and value. These results must, therefore, be accompanied by
notes on the observations and considerations supporting them.
However, to exceed the limitation placed by the subject-matter
of the material itself is a digression to be avoided both in the
interest of the material and the subject-matter of the digres-
sion. By such digression either the original matter or the dig-
ressed matter is thrown into the background. Such digressions
are often due to the zeal displayed by the editors in extending
the use of their articles to purposes other than those for which
they were primarily designed. If, however, this zeal is directed
towards the composition of an independent article, it would
render a distinct service to scholarship.

The manner of the presentation of the actual text and
translation with a view to make them useful to historiographers
has already been discussed elsewhere. There are, however,
certain points pertaining to both the introduction and the
text, which require some notice here. There is a tendency
among scholars to discuss in the introductions such matters
which ought to accompany the texts in the form of notes or
explanations. Notes, which form the critical apparatus for
the text or translation, but having no direct connection with
its evidence, should go with the text, as they prove very help-
ful for ready reference and thus ensure clarity of understand-
ing. On the contrary, their inclusion in the introductions ren-
ders them liable to neglect, and consequently they lose their
corrective value. The text and explanatory notes, when, read
together, facilitates clear understanding of the text, and the
labour otherwise involved in revising the impression gathered
by the first reading of the text is saved. Introductions are